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but it is the Napit (barber) who officiates at their marriages. Now
and then a few of them call in a Brahmin to perform a marriage
ceremony. But this happens mainly in cities and towns.

Expenditure on Marriage Ceremonies

The expenditure incurred in connexion with a marriage is
a function of three variables, viz. the individual concerned, the
caste and the locality. For this very reason we can only arrive
at a rough estimate of the money generally spent on marriages
by the majority of these people. While in the Punjab most of
them spend between Rs. 100 to Rs. 150 on marriages, the cor-
responding limits for the western and eastern parts of U. P. are
Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 and Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 respectively. The Musa-
hars, Bhuiyas, Dosadhs, Doms, Rajwars usually spend from Rs. 20
to Rs. 40 on a marriage. Castes like the Khatiks and Dhobis
spend as much as Rs. 100 to Rs. 200 on such occasions.

In many a place the expenses that must needs be incurred
in connexion with a marriage have been reduced considerably
during the last ten or fifteen years. This has been made possible
by doing away with nautch, by reducing the number of baratis
(bridegroom's party), by cutting down expenditure on wine, etc.
In some cases expenses have been reduced by as much as fifty
per cent.

Divorce

Almost every caste allows divorce. Now and then a few of
them advance claim to a higher status in the caste hierarchy;
and, in order to strengthen their claim, they relinquish practices
like divorce upon which the high caste Hindus look down. As
an example the case of Bhumijs may be mentioned. While
Chota Bhumijs permit divorce, Bara Bhumijs do not. The
latter consider themselves superior to the former. Other cases
of this type are Mewafrosh Khatiks, Jatav Yadavs (Chamars).
The main ground on which a man can seek divorce is the wife's
adultery for which the panchayat requires ocular evidence. In
addition to this ground castes likeBaiswar andDhangar also al-
low divorce if the wife eats and drinks with a man of a strange
, caste or is suspected of wizardry. Excepting a few castes like
Agariya, Barwar, a divorcee is allowed to remarry. In some cases,